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ATTORNEY  disciplinary pr oceedi ng. Attorney's i cense

r evoked.

11 PER CURI AM W review a stipulation filed pursuant
to SCR 22.12' by the Ofice of Lawer Regulation (OLR) and

1 SCR 22.12 states as follows: Stipulation.

(1) The director may file with the conplaint a
stipulation of the director and the respondent to the
facts, conclusions of law regarding m sconduct, and
discipline to be inposed. The supreme court may
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Attorney Joseph M Engl. In the stipulation, Attorney Engl
agrees that he commtted two acts of professional m sconduct,
including engaging in crines that reflect adversely on his
honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawer in other
respects. He al so agrees that the revocation of his license to
practice law in Wsconsin is a proper level of discipline for
his m sconduct. There is no request in this matter for a
restitution award nor is there a request in the stipulation for
the inmposition of costs against Attorney Engl.

12 After fully reviewwng the matter, we approve the
stipulation and revoke Attorney Engl's license to practice |aw
in this state. The crimes and professional msconduct commtted
by Attorney Engl are disturbing and, given the prior discipline
he received for simlar conduct, support his renoval from the
practice of |aw Because this matter is being resolved wthout
the appointnment of a referee, we do not inpose any costs on

Attorney Engl.

consider the conplaint and stipulation wthout the
appoi ntnment of a referee.

(2) If the supreme court approves a stipulation,
it shall adopt the stipulated facts and concl usi ons of
| aw and i npose the stipul ated discipline.

(3) If the suprene court rejects the stipulation
a referee shall be appointed and the natter shal
proceed as a conplaint filed without a stipulation.

(4) A stipulation rejected by the suprene court
has no evidentiary value and is without prejudice to
the respondent's defense of +the proceeding or the
prosecution of the conplaint.
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13 Attorney Engl was admtted to the practice of law in
W sconsin in May 2002. He previously maintained a |aw practice
i n Mani t owoc. The nost recent address he provided to the State
Bar was i n Sheboygan.

14 Attorney Engl has been the subject of public
di sci pline on one prior occasion. In 2005 this court accepted
an SCR 22.12 stipulation that Attorney Engl reached with the OLR

and publicly reprimnded him In re Disciplinary Proceedi ngs

Agai nst Engl, 2005 W 102, 283 Ws. 2d 140, 698 N.W2d 821. The

m sconduct at issue in that proceeding was Attorney Engl's
conviction for one count of using a conputer to facilitate a
child sex crine. Specifically, while working at a law firm
Attorney Engl used his conputer to enter an Internet chat room
and to comunicate his interest in having sexual intercourse
with an individual he believed to be a 14-year-old girl, but who
was actually a police detective posing as a teenage girl. \Wen
Attorney Engl subsequently went to the |ocation where he had
arranged to neet the girl, he was arrested by the police.

15 As in the prior disciplinary proceeding, in the
current matter Attorney Engl has entered into a stipulation with
the OLR pursuant to SCR 22.12. In the stipulation, Attorney
Engl agrees that the factual allegations in the OLR s conpl aint
are accurate and that he commtted the professional m sconduct
charged in that conplaint. He further agrees with the OLR s
request that the appropriate discipline for his msconduct is

the revocation of his license to practice law in Wsconsin.
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16 The stipulation states that Attorney Engl fully
understands the nature of the m sconduct allegations against
hi m his right to contest those allegations, and the
ram fications that would follow from this court's inposition of
the stipulated |evel of discipline. It also states that
Attorney Engl wunderstands his right to consult wth counsel.
Finally, in the stipulation Attorney Engl verifies that he is
entering the stipulation knowi ngly and voluntarily and that his
entry into the stipulation represents his decision not to
contest this matter.

17 The conplaint to which Attorney Engl stipul at ed
addresses two matters. The first matter is simlar to the
conduct that resulted in the 2005 public reprimnd. Accor di ng
to the crimnal conplaint filed against him Attorney Engl
engaged in e-mail communication with a female, who explicitly
informed him that she was 15 years ol d. Their comruni cati ons
i ncl uded di scussions about neeting in person for the purpose of
havi ng sexual intercourse. On Novenber 19, 2011, Attorney Engl
drove to the girl's workplace and picked her up. Attorney Engl
engaged in sexual contact with the girl and had her perform oral
sex on him

18 In March 2012 the State charged Attorney Engl with six
f el oni es. State v. Engl, Manitowoc County Case No. 2012CF108.

Utimately, in Cctober 2012, Attorney Engl pled no contest to
two felonies: child enticenment-sexual contact and sexual
assault of a child under 16 years of age. The remaining four
felony charges were dism ssed upon the prosecutor's notion and

4
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read in for sentencing purposes. The circuit court accepted
Attorney Engl's pleas. The court sentenced him on the child
enticenment -sexual contact count to three years of initial
confinement and three years of extended supervision. On the
sexual assault of a child count, the circuit court inposed and
stayed a sentence of an additional four years of initial
confinenent and five years of extended supervision and placed
Attorney Engl on probation for a period of six years, which was
to run consecutive to the six-year sentence inposed on the child
enti cenent - sexual contact count.

19 On the basis of these facts, the parties stipulated
that Attorney Engl's convictions of the two felonies constituted
viol ati ons of SCR 20:8. 4(b).?2

110 The second matter relates to Attorney Engl's
representation of KW and R W, who retained Attorney Engl to
represent them in a bankruptcy proceeding. KW and R W gave
Attorney Engl advance fees that totaled $2,300, which he was
obligated to hold in trust until earned. Because Attorney Eng
did not maintain a client trust account at the tine he received
t hese advance fees, he gave them to an attorney with whom he
shared office space, who placed the funds into that attorney's

client trust account. Attorney Engl did not have any fornal

2 SCR 20:8.4(b) states it is professional nisconduct for a
|awer to "commt a crimnal act that reflects adversely on the
| awyer's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a lawer in
ot her respects; "
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prof essional association wth the attorney whose trust account
contained KW and R W's funds.

11 After KW and R W learned of the felony charges
agai nst Attorney Engl, they concluded that he would be unable to
represent them in their bankruptcy and requested a full refund
of the advance fees they had paid to him KW and RW did
ultimately receive a full refund of their noney.

112 Attorney Engl's handling of KW and R W's advance
fees supports a second count of m sconduct. By failing to
mai ntain his own trust account and instead placing the clients'
advance fees into a trust account that he neither owned nor
controll ed, thereby placing the funds at risk of being
i nproperly used by a third party with whom he had no recogni zed
pr of essi onal associ ati on, Att or ney Engl vi ol at ed

SCR 20: 1.15(b) (1) and (4).3

3 SCR 20:1.15(b)(1) and (4) states:

(1) Separate account. A lawer shall hold in
trust, separate from the |awer's own property, that
property of clients and 3rd parties that is in the
| awyer's possessi on in connecti on wth a
representati on. Al funds of clients and 3rd parties
paid to a lawer or law firm in connection with a
representation shall be deposited in one or nore
identifiable trust accounts.

(4) Unearned fees and cost advances. Except as
provided in par. (4m, wunearned fees and advanced
paynments of fees shall be held in trust until earned

by the lawer, and wthdrawn pursuant to sub. (g).
Funds advanced by a client or 3rd party for paynent of
costs shall be held in trust until the costs are
i ncurred.
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13 Having considered this rmtter, we approve the
stipulation and adopt the stipulated facts and | egal concl usions
of professional msconduct. G ven the seriousness of the felony
crimnal convictions that wunderlie Count One of the ORSs
conplaint in this matter and the fact that Attorney Engl was
previously disciplined for a simlar crimnal conviction, we
agree that the revocation of his license to practice lawin this
state is an appropriate |level of discipline. Because K. W and
RW ultimately received a full refund of their advance fees, we
do not inpose any restitution. Finally, because Attorney Engl
entered into a conprehensive stipulation wunder SCR 22.12,
t hereby obviating the need for the appointnment of a referee and
a full disciplinary proceeding, we do not inpose costs in this
matter.

14 IT IS ORDERED that the license of Joseph M Engl to
practice law in Wsconsin is revoked, effective the date of this
order.

15 IT IS FURTHER ORDERED t hat Joseph M Engl shall conply
with the provisions of SCR 22.26 concerning the duties of a
person whose license to practice law in Wsconsin has been

r evoked.
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